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Richmond picked up her
knowledge of global cuisine
touring the world as Michael
Jackson’s private chef, and
the 500-ish guests at the
grand-opening party nibbled
Middle Eastern treats such
as quinoa falafel, figs, arti-
sanal cheeses and fresh olives
while they listened to an
acoustic set by Ben Lee.
Later, belly dancers and fire-
eaters performed with
Naked Rhythm, a world elec-
tronica group led by house
musical director Avi Sills,
whose career took a quantum
leap when he produced a
“World Cirque” variety show
for Sting’s birthday party.

According to Sills, the
acoustics of the courtyard,
which is painted a deep
French blue, are ideal for live
music. Audio and video feeds
in every room and movie
screens behind the walls also
make screenings and presen-
tations a snap. “Chris had the
whole house wired beautiful-
ly,” he says.

Paine reveals that his fan-
tasy feteis an “I Dream of
Jeannie”-themed charity
event with honored guests
Barbara Kden and Larry
Hagman (“He’s a big electric
car guy”), rooms done up like
genie bottles and a “Mercury
space capsule in the pool.”

“This is not about volume,
it’s about quality,” Sills says.
“We want to make sure
they’re the right people for
the house, and vice versa. It’s
important to set a standard
for what the house really is
—and that is a different kind
of consciousness.”



